
Notes for using the data:

• The data are calculated from the antibiotic sales in each prefecture of Japan.

• The data do not always reflect the actual use of antibiotics in healthcare settings.

• The data based on only the sales of antibiotics for use in humans and do not include 

the sales of antibiotics for use in animals or for addition to feed. 

• The definition of antibiotic drugs is taken from J01 of the ATC classification published 

by the WHO (i.e., oral metronidazole, which belongs to P01, is not included).

• The figures indicate drug utilization standardized by defined daily dose (DDD) per 

population and drug, called DID (DDDs/1,000 inhabitants/day).

• The DDD is according to data published on January 1, 2017.

• The population is according to estimates on October 1 of every year published by the 

Statistics Bureau, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications.

• 0.000 indicates a value less than 0.001.
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Change in antibiotic sales in Japan (2013-2020) by ATC 3

β-lactam antibiotics other than penicillin Macrolide・Lincosamide・Streptogramin Quinolone Penicillin Others
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Change in antibiotic sales in Japan (2013-2020) by route of administration

Injection Oral medicine

13.95 13.52 13.68 13.57 12.76 12.33 12.19 9.67

0.96 0.96 1.00 1.03 1.05 1.06 1.09 0.94
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Change in antibiotic sales in Japan (2013-2020) by AWaRe Classification

Access Watch Reserve Not Recommended Unclassified

Percentage of Watch antibiotic sales

Percentage of Access antibiotic sales

13.03% 13.81% 14.69% 15.13% 16.45% 18.43% 20.38% 23.86%

85.50% 84.73% 83.90% 83.52% 82.21% 80.27% 78.34% 73.5%
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